
Inspiring and equipping the faithful
to restore our shared waters, honor Creation 
and act justly in our broader communities

ONE  
WATER
PARTNERSHIP

FUNDED BY:



What Is The One Water 
Partnership? 

The One Water Partnership is a growing network of faith 
communities working together to improve the health of local 
waterways across the Chesapeake region. Through the One Water 
Partnership, environmental organizations and government agencies 
support and equip local congregations as they live out their call to 
environmental stewardship and inspire others to heed the call to 
care for our natural world.
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Funding Assistance
IPC recognizes that leading congregational environmental stewardship 

initiatives takes more than time, knowledge, and effort.  It also takes 

financial support.  The One 

Water Partnership works with 

congregations to identify 

funding opportunities and 

apply for grants to support 

congregational Creation care 

initiatives. The One Water 

Partnership also periodically 

has funds it can provide to 

participating One Water 

Partnership congregations.

Now Is the Time to Heed the Call
All of our faith traditions teach that we are deeply interconnected with 

the natural world, and that we have a sacred responsibility to sustain 

and guard our common home. But today, Creation is crying out for 

help. It’s time for people of faith to answer this call and to lead the way 

in restoring our relationship with the natural world. Led by Interfaith 

Partners for the Chesapeake (IPC), the One Water Partnership can assist 

your congregation in joining with neighboring faith communities to 

live out our shared call to repair our damaged watersheds.
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The One Water Partnership Story
The One Water Partnership was first piloted in Baltimore’s Jones Falls Sub-Watershed. During the two years of the pilot program, 
over 40 congregations came together to plant nearly 300 trees and over 8,000 square feet of restorative gardens. These projects 
prevent almost one ton of sediment pollution from reaching local waterways every year!

“With the support of the Partnership, we were inspired to  
re-establish our Green Team and begin making meaningful 
change in our community.” 
 ~ Cheryl Snyderman, Chizuk Amuno Congregation

“Our participating in the One Water Partnership helped us 
establish a Covenant with other faith based communities to 
care for God’s sacred Waters and Land.”   
~ Janell Belcher, 15 years old, Mount Lebanon Baptist Church 



The One Water Partnership Story
The One Water Partnership was first piloted in Baltimore’s Jones Falls Sub-Watershed. During the two years of the pilot program, 
over 40 congregations came together to plant nearly 300 trees and over 8,000 square feet of restorative gardens. These projects 
prevent almost one ton of sediment pollution from reaching local waterways every year!

“The One Water Partnership provided the spark we needed to  
plant dozens of trees at a neighborhood elementary school and 
help migrant farmers build and maintain a vegetable farm.”  
~ McKay Jenkins, Ph.D., Brown Memorial-Park Avenue Presbyterian Church 

“With the assistance of the One Water Partnership we applied 
for and received a grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust to 
create a native garden and install two cisterns.”  
~ Gary Gillespie, Homewood Friends Meeting



FORMING
Activities that inform and provide spiritual context,

 such as outdoor experiences, educational workshops, 

and discussions.

CARING
Visible or measurable actions such as planting trees, installing 

rain gardens or cisterns, picking up trash, installing solar panels, 

or stenciling storm drains.

GOING FORTH
Actions that engage the broader community, such as hosting a 

rain barrel workshop for neighbors, purchasing community solar, 

or discussing environmental policies 

with your elected officials 

There is a place for everyone at the table.  
Whether your congregation is big or small,  

there are meaningful things you can do.

Join the movement of faith 
communities caring for Creation.



Who is Interfaith Partners 
for the Chesapeake?

IPC’s story started with an inspired group of faithful 

individuals at a 2004 gathering. Our mission is rooted in 

a deep call of faith to care for the Earth. We recognize that 

the Chesapeake Bay is a significant ecological feature in 

our midst and that we have been entrusted with its care. 

Together we feel an urgency to restore our  

local watershed. 

To learn more visit...
www.InterfaithChesapeake.org

or contact us at: 

OneWater@InterfaithChesapeake.org   

410-609-6852



“Do unto those downstream 
as you’d have those  

upstream do unto you.”

~ WENDELL BERRY, AUTHOR-FARMER

This material is based on work supported by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(Assistance Agreement No. CB96358101) and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s 
Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund, which promotes community-based efforts to develop 

conservation strategies to protect and restore the diverse natural resources of the Chesapeake Bay.

The views and conclusions contained in this document are those of the authors and should not be 
interpreted as representing the opinions or policies of the U.S Government or the National Fish 

and Wildlife Foundation and its funding sources.  Mention of trade names or commercial products 
does not constitute their endorsement by the U.S. Government, or the National Fish 

and Wildlife Foundation or its funding sources.


