© 1988 by Gretchen Wolff Pritchard. All rights reserved.
THE SUNDAY PAPER, 19 Colony Road, New Haven, CT 06511, USA
203 - 624-2520  www.the-sunday-paper.com

Read the first chapter of Mark with your child, without a break. Make it sound
exciting: by the end, you should be out of breath! Let your child imagine what it
would have been like to have this man break into your world. How would you
have responded? Would you have believed, and followed him?

We are now in Year B, or the year of Mark. Mark is the shortest of the
Synoptics, with only 16 chapters. But even when the season of Epiphany is quite
long, we barely make it out of the first chapter of Mark. Jesus comes forth, is
baptized, is tempted in the wilderness, chooses his disciples, and performs a very large
number of miracles, three of which are described in detail—all in the space of 45
verses. The chapter moves at a near-breakneck pace: starting with verse 9, when
Jesus comes out from Galilee to be baptized, the word “immediately” is used eight
times, plus the phrase “at once” in verse 28. Jesus appears among God’s people
like a meteor, drawing everyone’s attention, blazing with luminous energy,
changing the whole face of the sky. The powers of darkness recognize him and
tremble. The people of God know that something great is stirring: they become
restless, agitated, excitable. They are amazed and astonished. Immediately, they are
faced with a choice: acknowledge Jesus’s Messiahship as coming directly from
God, or line themselves up in opposition. Mark makes it clear that we, as we
read, must make the same choice.

In each of the three years of our lectionary cycle, we concentrate on one of the
three “Synoptic Gospels:” Matthew, Mark, and Luke. “Synoptic” means “seen
with the same eye,” and these three Gospels are so called because they follow
much the same outline and contain many of the same incidents from the same
point of view. In contrast, the Gospel of John is very different, and its special
episodes and insights are spread over the three years of our cycle of readings,
especially during the season of Lent.

“And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one
who had authority, and not as the scribes.” (Mark 1:22)
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