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We are now in the Season of Lent, a penitential season lasting 40 days (excluding Sundays) in which we are called to repentance
and to follow the Way of the Cross.
As we continue through the pandemic we are mindful that there is the possibility that the rate of infection may decrease such that
some restrictions on gatherings and activities may be lifted or revised.  In which case some of these Lenten events and activities
may be modified.  Consult Peter’s Post for the latest information
Take advantage of the activities and events happening at St. Peter’s during the Lenten Season.
●Daily Prayer:  Join a zoom Evening Prayer at 5pm Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays.  Go to the web-

site for the zoom link and the Order of Service.  Participate in the Wednesday Noon Eucharist and Healing Service lives-
tream; or limited in-person worship.

●Lenten Education Series on Christian Mysticism, focusing on St. Theresa of Avila and St. John of the Cross. Begins February
23 through March 23 at 7pm on zoom.  Information at: www.stpeterschurch.net/learn.

●Stations of the Cross:  Fridays in the church at 7pm on February 26, March 12, and March 26.  Limited to 10 participants.
●Lenten Scriptural Study: The Passions of Our Lord Jesus Christ – explore the scriptures to see how each gospel writer treats

the passion of Jesus differently.  9am Thursday mornings via zoom.  Information at www.stpeterschurch.net/learn.
Holy Week - All services will be livestreamed; in-person worship conditions will depend on pandemic guidelines at the time.

Palm Sunday, March 28: Blessing and Procession of the Palms, reading of the Passion of St. Mark

St. Peter’s Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday, April 18 at 9:00am.  The format of the meeting has yet to be
determined.  It is possible that the meeting will be a hybrid of an in-person meeting with limited attendance in the church and
a zoom meeting, or some other form that permits members to come together in a safe manner.  Worship will follow at 10am
that day, with the Installation of Vestry members and officers.
 Parishioners who have been active at St. Peter’s for a year or more are eligible to vote in the elections.  There are three
3-year Vestry positions open, as well as 3 Delegate and 3 Alternate positions for the 2022 Diocesan
Convention.  The Nominations Committee will be presenting a slate of candidates that will be
publicized at least two weeks in advance of the meeting.  Those interested in these positions are
encouraged to contact the Nominations Committee Chair Richard Culver.  Nominations can also be
made on the floor on the day of the Parish Meeting.
Reports will be offered at the meeting by the Senior Warden and the Rector. Reports of St. Peter’s
committees and ministries will be available in electronic format for download.
Immediately following the Annual Meeting the Vestry will meet to organize itself and elect officers.
Part of the ministry of the laity is “…to take their place in the life, worship and governance of the
Church” (BCP page 855).  Participating in the governance of the church through the Parish Meeting
is part of your ministry as a lay member – please plan to attend your parish’s annual meeting, an
integral part of our life together as Episcopalians.
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Over the past year there have been many humbling experiences with all that has been happening in the world, especially
the pandemic and other news of the day – at least that’s been my life experience. – how about you?
 I’m someone who likes to be in control of my life, and the pandemic has kind of pulled the rug out
from under me, destabilizing my life and how I go about it, from simple things like not being able to see
and hug people in person to figuring out how to incorporate into liturgies cameras, microphones and
zoom.  The coronavirus has provided a sort of forced humility, with me acknowledging that to stay
safe and to keep other people safe I need to humble myself for such service.  It also has pointed
out how much I don’t know about doing ministries and liturgies virtually and in my humility
needing to learn new things and push myself in new ways.
In Christianity humility is seen as a grace.  St. Paul writes “Let the same mind be in you that
was in Christ Jesus, who though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be exploited … and being found in human form he humbled himself and became
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.” (Phil. 2:5-8) Jesus praised those who were humble, responding to a
question about who is great in the kingdom of heaven by calling a child, whom he put among them, and said, "Truly I tell
you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever becomes humble
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” (Matt 18:1-4).
It certainly is reasonable to be angry at what the coronavirus is forcing us to do, and to be angry at other things that are not
going our way.  We’re only human.  But as Christians, as followers of Christ, consider the grace of humility, that maybe we
don’t know it all and we are called to something new, something that we need to rely on others to work out, and to call on
our faith and Our Lord to see us through.
The season of Lent is an opportunity to practice true humility, acknowledging that we are not always right and we do not
always have the answers, and turning in repentance to God’s grace.  As I’ve found over this past year in dealing with the
pandemic when I am open and humble and allow God to work in my life, amazing things happen.  I have found that
contrary to the world’s view of humility as a weakness for faithful Christians humility is in fact a strength that brings us
closer to God and God’s will for us.
May you have a holy, humble and rewarding Season of Lent.

Maundy Thursday, April 1: Remembrance of the Last Supper – Holy Communion, Stripping of the Altar; (no foot washing):
7pm in the church
Watch with the Blessed Sacrament at the Altar of Repose: Thursday evening through Friday morning, April 1-2.  Sign
up for an hour.
Good Friday, April 2:  Reading of the Passion of St. John, the Solemn Collects, Veneration of the Cross, Mass of the Pre-
Sanctified; 12noon in the church
Great Vigil of Easter, April 3:  Lighting of the New Fire, singing the Exultet, reading the prophecies, Holy Baptism, the first
Eucharist of Easter; 8pm in the church.

Easter Season
Easter Sunday begins the 50-day season of Easter, or Eastertide.  As we go to print Easter Sunday Services on April 4 are
planned for 8:00am and 11:00am
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, Easter Sunday.
Annual Parish Meeting and Commissioning of Vestry: April 18
Rogation Sunday, May 9: Holy Eucharist at 10am; Evensong at 7pm
Ascension Day May 13: Holy Eucharist at 7pm
Senior Graduates Blessing May 16 at 10am worship service



Salisbury runs on volunteers and in early 2019, when word got out that I was retiring, some half-
dozen local educational and non-profit organizations approached me about volunteering--no pay, of
course, except in the satisfaction of doing good works. They were all told the same thing: I was
honored to be asked, but needed at least a year’s sabbatical following a 30+ year career in
education and some respite from care-giving for an elderly relative who had recently died. Long-
postponed housekeeping and property maintenance, set aside during her illnesses, were now
priorities.

Then Fr. David cornered me in a hallway following a service, wanting to talk.   He was told the same
thing as the others when we later met in his office and he asked me to become a warden. He listened patiently as my list of
personal things needing immediate attention was recited, then the good priest  said quietly, “But this is for God.”

I was stunned.  Had he really played the God card?  Well, I had some cards of my own.  “You know, Fr. David, we don’t
always agree on things,” I replied. “That’s OK,” he countered. "Just think about it, Richard.  Pray about it.”

My hesitation, however, was about more than a to-do list.  I had sworn to myself never to serve on the Vestry again after
having been elected a few years earlier, when a vacancy unexpectedly occurred. The tumultuous year that followed
eventually saw the rector resigning and during that time, I had to vote on motions where I would desperately tell myself, “Do
what you think is best for St. Peter’s.   Principles before personalities.  Try to know and to share the love of Christ…” There
were many people in the parish whom I respected and liked, but I knew I’d be unable to please them all. Fortunately, then
Senior Warden Bob Souza was supportive, also urging me to pray and to trust my instincts.  A Twelve-Step slogan says
“Say what you mean and mean what you say, but don’t say it mean.”  Bob lived that, it seemed to me, & was a positive
mentor.

So why do this now?  I don’t have Bob’s gifts.  Nor Carole DiPietro’s. (I would be junior warden to her senior.)  She was
incredibly organized, detailed, passionate about St. Peter’s but also realistic; and she has a sense of humor that
appreciates life's absurdities.  My only talent seemed to be reading Bible verses out loud on Sunday.

I finally said yes because, as Fr. David said, this was for God.  Unlike the many secular organizations, which I admire, St.
Peter’s is a community where one can talk openly about spirituality, and be encouraged in our spiritual journeys.  I’ve seen
this in our adult education; in special programs about addiction; commitments to outreach, from Wi Middle to the men’s
homeless shelter; to the beauty of the altar and the music programs; and concern for the environment.

Franciscan teacher Richard Rohr wrote, “Religion is lived by people who are afraid of hell.  Spirituality is lived by people
who have been through hell.” In my decade here, I’ve sensed the parish grow in spirituality, as we’ve shared deaths, births,
illnesses and this scarring Pandemic, working hard to live our faith through service and worship, not always agreeing, but
believing we have a collective mission “to know and to share the love of Christ.”

Preparing to hand over the position to my far more capable successor, Hope Morgan, in a few weeks, it occurs to me that I
first joined the Vestry years ago in the midst of crisis, and I have now served during a second crisis—Covid-19.  No one
could have predicted more American deaths in one year from the Pandemic than during nearly four years of American
involvement in WW II.   Rohr said, “I think your heart needs to be broken, and broken open, at least once to have a heart at
all or to have a heart for others.” Many at St. Peter’s have suffered broken hearts.

During both periods of Vestry service, the parish ultimately came together, worked even harder and changed—and the
church has not only survived, but has begun to explore new directions.  Who expected online and hybrid services?
ZOOM now means more than a song by Aretha Franklin.   As much as I love our beautiful and historic edifice, what makes
the building come alive and meaningful is our faith community where people take their souls seriously.

When Fr. David asked me to become a Warden (what a title) I felt he was postponing my much-needed sabbatical.  Instead,
he was offering a sabbatical—from myself—and though I slip all too often, that has been a real gift. In this coming year, you
too are wished a transforming spiritual journey.
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“Deacons are the principal assistants, the most active of all who serve in the liturgy.  They are heralds of the word, servants
of the church, and agents of the bishop.  Deacons act for the good of others by setting them free for worship of God and
action in the world.  At the ordination of deacons, the bishop tells the ordinands:  ‘You are to assist the bishop and priests in
public worship and in the ministration of God’s Word and Sacraments’ (BCP 543).  The presence of deacons, however,
goes beyond mere assistance.  It imparts a special quality that rises to the level of symbol.” The Rev. Ormonde Plater,
Deacon, Deacons in the Liturgy

In the Fall/Winter Keynoter I gave a broad overview of what deacons do.  In this edition, I will discuss how deacons fit into
the liturgy.  Liturgy is defined as “a form or formulary according to which public religious worship, especially Christian
worship, is conducted.”  In the Episcopal Church, deacons serve as messengers and heralds of the word, that is, they
proclaim the good news (gospel) of Christ and interpret the world to the congregation.  Deacons assist with the Eucharist by
waiting on the table:  preparing, serving, and cleaning up after the meal.  Deacons’ roles in the liturgy reflect their roles
outside in the world.  The bishops preside in all liturgies because they preside in their respective dioceses; priests preside in
the Eucharist and other congregational liturgies because the priest presides in the congregation; and deacons serve in the
liturgy because deacons bring the needs and concerns of the community to the church and solicit and encourage action by
the congregation.

The liturgical role of the deacon has been handed down from practices of the very early church, especially the first four
centuries.  Over time the practices have been modified as necessary to conform to the present age.  Deacons do not
compete with others for a place in the liturgy.  That is, they do not perform the role of bishop or priest whether the bishop or
priest is present or not at the liturgy.  Deacons also enlist and involve other baptized persons (lay people) in proper liturgical
roles.  Deacons serve in two main functions:  Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Sacrament.

Liturgy of the Word

1. Reader of the Gospel:  When present, the deacon proclaims the gospel reading.  In the absence of the deacon, the
presider (the bishop, when present, or priest when not) or assisting priest reads the gospel.

2. Occasional Preacher:  Preaching is normally the function of the presider.  Bishops and priests preach because they
are ordained for that task.  Deacons preach as gifted persons, at the discretion of the diocesan bishop and as
agents of the bishop, to “make Christ and his redemptive love known” (BCP 543).

3. Leader of Intercessions:  A deacon is the ordinary leader of the prayers of the people inviting the people to pray for
those in need.  In their absence, other baptized persons may also lead the prayers (at St. Peter’s this has been the
roll of the Eucharistic minister in the past).

4. Herald:  Deacons announce, exhort, call to worship, invite confession, instruct, keep order, and act as master of
ceremonies.

Liturgy of the Sacrament

After the Liturgy of the Word (first part) of the service, one’s attention is turned to Liturgy of the Sacrament (second part).  In
this part of the service, deacons serve as:

1. Headwaiter:  Deacons prepare the table, receive, prepare, and place on it the bread and wine.  After the meal,
deacons consume the remaining wine and bread and cleanse the vessels.  They are generally assisted by the
acolyte.
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2. Steward of the Wine:  The position of the deacon at the altar is to the right and slightly behind the presider.  During
the Words of Invitation, the deacon raises the cup at the invitation to communion.  At communion, deacons
normally serve the wine (however, they may also serve the bread at the presider’s discretion).

3. Dismisser:  The deacon ends the liturgy by telling the people to go or inviting them to “bless the Lord.”  The
dismissal is part of the deacon’s role of making announcements, exhorting, giving directions to come and go.

4. Minister of the Reserved Sacrament:  Deacons may take communion from reserved sacrament to the sick at
hospital, nursing home, or home.  Like Eucharistic visitors, deacons may only use sacrament that has already been
blessed).  Deacons may also oversee the work of Eucharistic visitors.

As you can see, the role of the deacon in the liturgy is quite varied.  In the past, because St. Peter’s has not had an
assigned deacon, many of these roles were filled by Eucharistic ministers or other persons.  As an example, the presider
(priest) has been setting the table and cleaning afterwards with the assistance of an acolyte.  When a deacon is present,
the presider has the opportunity to rest a few moments and reflect on the scripture readings from earlier and/or prepare
his/her heart and mind for the sacramental rite to come.

This article has touched on the role of the deacon at the liturgy during normal Sunday services.  There are differences when
the bishop is present, when more than one priest is present, when more than one deacon is present, or during sung (versus
spoken) liturgy.  That will be the topic of the next edition of The Keynoter.

Source: Deacons in the Liturgy, 2nd Edition, Ormonde Plater, Church Publishing, New York, 2009.

A BEAUTIFUL SNOWY DAY CAPTURED AT ST. PETER’S BY DEACON LAURA MCCARTHY



Thank you to Rev. Adele and Hope Morgan who directed a virtual Christmas Pageant that was heartwarming and fun. Also,
thank you to Fr. David for your editing work. The children enjoyed seeing themselves and had fun making the videos.
We are continuing with Sunday School virtual classes with Orange curriculum. The videos are fun, and if anyone has family
who is interested, there is a virtual registration form they can fill out to be able to watch the videos.
This year we collected supplies at church for Dignity Bags which Sunday School and Youth Group normally fill together.
Youth Group put together the bags full of socks, t-shirts, underwear, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, tissues, hats
and gloves. The bags were handed to each person coming in for CESP, and the men were very thankful for the supplies.
Children in Sunday School are encouraged to continue to make cards for parishioners. The cards help brighten someone’s
day and bring us closer together as a church family!
We hope in the future to be able to have a Children’s and Youth Director on staff to continue the Christian education of our
children and youth. This was our goal from 2017 when Ministry Architects came to help us coordinate our Children and
Youth Programs.
We look forward to the Annual Easter Egg Hunt in the coming months. Thank you as always to our parents and everyone at
St. Peter’s for supporting our ministry.

The year 2021 is a year of great celebration for the young people in our church. This January during the Bishop’s visit, three
young men were confirmed, publicly accepting the promises made for them at their baptisms. This came after 4 months of
preparation, and we are very grateful for the public commitment which they have made to our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Please join me in honoring, Will Potterton, Jordan Willey, and Charlie Potterton.

In addition, St. Peter’s has seven graduating high school seniors! This is one of the larger graduating classes in recent
memory. After 13 or so years of schooling, they are entering the next phase of life, adulthood. The Senior Class of 2021
includes: Maggie Beauchamp, Sarah Butler, Angela DellaRatta, Connor Duncan, Aisling Nay, Ryan Nay, Paige Robinson

All of these young people are or will soon be accepting greater privileges and responsibilities in their lives. With growing up
comes much joy, but also many challenges. Let us keep them all in our prayers.

Prayer for Confirmands
Almighty God, who in baptism received these your servants into the church, forgave their sins, and promised them eternal
life, increase in them the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Grant love for others, joy in serving you, peace in disagreement, patience
in suffering, kindness toward all people, goodness in evil times, faithfulness in temptation, gentleness in the face of
opposition, self-control in all things. Thereby strengthen them for their ministry in the world; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Prayer for Graduating Seniors
Heavenly Father,
Surround those who are graduating with your grace. Bless them with hope so that they move into the future with eager and
open hearts. Help them to put the knowledge, skills, and insights gained through their education for the good of all mankind.
Inspire them to believe in the goodness of life even when faced with challenges and difficulties. As they commence with
their lives, may they grow even more grateful and wise. Amen.
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Sing, HALLELUJAH! Our Virtual Choir will be singing Hallelujah from MESSIAH on Easter Day, and you are invited
to sing with us. You may choose to sing the entire piece, or to join us on the final measures for “virtually” the most exciting
Easter exclamation The Eastern Shore has ever heard. This offer is open to children through adults and is not limited to
parishioners of St. Peter’s!
This will be exciting, engaging, and most enjoyable. Call or text Daniel NOW at 410-897-2900 to get involved!

Children’s Virtual Choir Your Music Ministry will lead a children’s virtual choir to sing during the Palm Sunday
liturgy on March 28th. Three videos will be released which will teach the music, lead your family through the virtual choir
production process, and culminate in a loud “HOSANNAH!” on Palm Sunday. To get involved in this multi-sensory Christian
Formation experience, call or text Daniel NOW at 410-897-2900.

MUSIC SCHOOL / Choir School of the Lower Shore General Music classes will resume on
Wednesday, February 24 at 5:30 pm via ZOOM.  Instructors Daniel Cherrix and Taylor Harvey offer you everything they
know about music theory and history in weekly 45 minute sessions … FOR FREE! Call oir text Daniel at 410-897-2900 to
enroll. Spread the word!

Your Music Ministry in Recital Your music director, Daniel Cherrix, has been invited to present two Lenten
recitals this year. The first at Asbury Church will be virtual and made available for broadcast on March 11th at Noon. The
second will be at Avenue Methodist Church in Milford, DE and the date will be announced soon!  Church Musician in
Residence, Taylor Harvey, will also present a Lenten Recital at Asbury Church. The date and time will be released via
Peter’s Post and on Facebook!

Want to learn more about MUSIC? St. Peter’s Church Music Director, Daniel Cherrix, is offering piano,
organ, and general music lessons for beginners through intermediate students. Four time slots are currently available on
Saturday morning beginning March 6th. Contact Daniel at 410-897-2900 for more information.

Solemn EVENSONG: on Rogation Sunday May 9 at 7:00 PM St. Peter’s will offer a service of Evensong.
We will feature the St. Peter’s and Friends Virtual Choir and a very special guest Cantor. Fr. David will be the officiant, and
Church Musician in Residence, Taylor Harvey will be organist. We will pray special prayers centered around Rogation
Sunday that are focused on our farmers and watermen, asking God to bless our agricultural and commercial fishing
industries here on The Eastern Shore. Mark your calendars NOW to be part of this service and experience our rich
Anglican heritage at its finest.

COMPLINE Compline will be sung on February 21, March 28, April 25, and May 23. This ancient monastic service of
night prayers (where we ask for God’s blessing and protection, and say “Goodnight, God”) will be live streamed from St.
Peter’s nave at 7:00 pm on these dates. Fr. David and Daniel will serve as cantors, and Taylor Harvey will be organist.

Grace Notes Handbell Choir was not really looking to change our “game” last March.  We had a pretty good thing going, so
why change?  Because God said so.  The Lord was trying to tell all of us to adapt, change, be more FLEXIBLE.

So Grace Notes answered His call, implementing very successful flexible options so that ringing at St. Peter’s could
continue.  Moving into this spring, Grace Notes continues to add new ringers, ring in small ensembles, tailor music to the
talents and strengths of specific groups of ringers, socially distance our tables, limit sharing of bells, build our repertoire of
ensemble music, and lots of cleaning and laundering.

continued on pg. 8
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In addition, the call to adaptation, change, and flexibility includes bringing a new piece of
equipment to the choir—a Bell Tree.

A Bell Tree is created when handles of the bells are looped together and hung from a
stand.  The bells are struck with a mallet and left to vibrate throughout the piece.  The
Bell Tree will challenge some of our ringers and hopefully invite others to give it a try.  At
first, the Bell Tree will be used to enhance various parts of the service and in solo pieces.
Once restrictions are lifted, the Bell Tree can also be used in duets.

Grace Notes typically plays the first and third Sundays of each month.  We hope you are
able to watch us either in person or livestream.  Stay tuned for new ensembles and the
Bell Tree.

Grace Notes also has a Facebook page. Please look us up and “Like” us
@GraceNotesHandbellsSby

If you or someone you know would like to try handbells, please contact Megan at
meganfeno@yahoo.com or message the Facebook page.  Beginners are always welcome.  There are also a lot of
musicians out there who are unable to “play music” right now. Handbells are a great way to fill that void.

Lent and Easter, our two most solemn season, are approaching us and have you started thinking of how to prepare for the
next 40 days?

Why 40 days? Time to prepare for Easter Symbolizes Jesus Christ fasting forty days in the wilderness before he starte dhis
ministry out in the communities. Lent is our time of REPENTANCE, FASTING, regaining self control of our lives by giving up
simple pleasure, SELF-EXAMINATION and REFOCUSING on our SPIRITUAL needs.

Most Christians immediately think of giving up something that would be a good SACRIFICE like chocolate candy, ice cream
all flavors, apple pie with caramel sauce with whipped cream on top, or the ultimate, all desserts. Gossip, Facebook, Twitter,
Netflix, Alcohol, All trivial habits.

That is all well and good but add another approach this year during Lent by giving of yourself to others in a positive way,
communication with friends and family by phone call or written note (not texting), and most important PRAY/TALK to God.
Always take time for praise and thanks for all our blessings and asking for forgiveness for all our sinful way this past year of
stress and hate that filled our world and our lives.

One more positive note for you is to consider giving of yourself to the Altar Guild to become one of God’s housekeepers at
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church. I promise you will be welcomed any time, all the time. The feeling of love, commitment will fill
your heart and keep you on a POSITIVE path of life.

THANKS BE TO GOD!!
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During the past 11 months, we have been challenged as a church community to create ways to stay engaged with each
other, as well as continuing to invite newcomers to worship with us. The Evangelism Committee recently met to discuss the
traditions of Shrove Tuesday and how we might celebrate it as a parish family. In addition, we also have targeted a
particular Sunday worship service to engage and invite our friends and neighbors to participate in worship.

This year, the last Sunday of Epiphany, February 14 is also Valentine’s Day. And while we won’t be celebrating St.
Valentine in our liturgy, we can celebrate love! Jesus gave us a new commandment to love one another as he loved us. As
our response to that, the Evangelism Committee invites you to participate in our “Love your Neighbor, Bring your Neighbor
Sunday” on Feb. 14 at the 10:00 am service. If you choose to bring someone in person, please register through Eventbrite.
We hope that many of you will invite someone to participate in that Sunday’s worship by watching our livestream broadcast
through our website or on the St. Peter’s Facebook page. Feb. 14 will be a Sunday to engage our neighbors near and far to
bring the love of God to them through a beautiful service of worship. Please let us know whom you invite and whether they
were able to view the service.

On Shrove Tuesday, February 16 from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., we will have an opportunity to have some “facetime” via Zoom
with each other as we celebrate the end of the Epiphany season. Since we are unable to enjoy pancake fellowship
together, your Evangelism team has created a way to enjoy this annual celebration. During the virtual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Event, Bob Souza will be our emcee and lead us through some short segments of fun such as:  pointers on
successful pancake flipping, facts (known and unknown) about Shrove Tuesday, polls to learn about opinions on decadent
additions to pancakes and the preference of pancakes vs. waffles vs. French toast. And…our own Daniel Cherrix and
Taylor Harvey will offer some Mardi Gras style music. Feel free to wear your Mardi Gras beads/hats, etc. We hope that
some of you might choose to prepare and/or eat your own Shrove Tuesday pancakes during this event. Evangelism is also
about fun together!

This year’s Lent will have many other opportunities to be engaged and to invite others to join with you in worship, Bible
studies, Book Club and other offerings. Be engaged and share with someone else what you love about our parish
community!

W r i t t e n  b y  T h e  R e v .  A d e l e  H a t f i e l d

During Lent, the St. Peter’s Book Club will be reading a book about Divine Love as exemplified in the Parable of the
Prodigal Son. Henri Nouwen’s book, The Return of the Prodigal Son: A Story of Homecoming, is based on the 17th century
painting by Rembrandt.  Nouwen explores the nuances of the painting and reflects on the struggles of relationships between
the father and his two sons. As noted on the back cover, “The challenge to love as the father and be loved as the son will be
seen as the ultimate revelation of the parable…and here represented with a vigor and power fresh for our times.” Reading
the book during the Lenten season will compliment some of the other components of Lent’s theme of love. This book will
“inspire and guide each time it is read.” The Zoom discussion of this book will be on Monday, March 22 at 7 p.m.

In February, the St. Peter’s Book Club has been reading a novel by Robert Dugoni entitled, The Extraordinary
Life of Sam Hell. The discussion on this book will occur on Monday, Feb. 22 at 7 p.m. via Zoom.

You are welcome to join the Book Club as we read together for fun and for spiritual growth!

H a p p y  E a s t e r ! !



As outlined in our November newsletter, the coronavirus pandemic has changed our church lives. Things we undertook in
person are currently virtual - our parish fair, the church bazaar, choir practice, etc. - and committee meetings continue, but
via Zoom. The livestream services are wonderful, and have attracted more than just our parishioners, many folk who have
become “friends of the church”.

The November newsletter also outlined the assistance that St. Peter’s has provided for our partner school, Wicomico
Middle. 460 pencil cases with supplies were donated as students began school remotely and picked up loaner laptops. We
were also fortunate to be able to answer another request from WMS, and help by providing 100 backpacks for students to
transport their laptops as school resumes in a hybrid fashion this winter. A donation from Walmart, plus help from the
Wednesday Men’s Bible Group made this possible.

We have continued our mission to the Joseph House by providing bag lunches for 40 homeless people on the 4th Tuesday
of each month. A crew has assembled these at the church in October, November and January, and they are much
appreciated. With their dining room closed, feeding the hungry has become more difficult, and we are happy to help. Since
its inception in 1984, the Richmonds have led and contributed much to this mission. Jean and Pete will be stepping down
and will be greatly missed. We cannot thank them enough for their dedication and devotion to this mission, such a gift to our
community.

The Community Emergency Shelter Program has evolved this year, as churches were unable to host the men. The Langler
Memorial Building, owned by Wicomico Presbyterian Church, was made available and set up as a shelter for the winter
months. This has been staffed completely by volunteers, and many St. Peter’s parishioners have stepped up to help.
Volunteers are working with intake, some providing meals, others serving and some even spending the night. A number
from our congregation are serving on the advisory committee, including our deacon, Laura. Many have also made monetary
donations which are much appreciated. As the shelter will continue to operate through March, we encourage anyone to
participate, and thanks to all who are making this ongoing mission a success.

Lent is approaching, and several have asked about the mite boxes, which were never returned last year due to the
pandemic. I hope that yours are bulging, and we intend to collect them at the UTO Ingathering on April 11th

.
Thanks to all the Outreach Committee members, who meet faithfully via zoom and contribute such excellent ideas!
With all the wonderful members of the St. Peter’s Community, together we will get through all this. We all pray for vaccines,
and for our world to soon return to normal.

W r i t t e n  b y  J u d y  W y a t t

W r i t t e n  b y  T h e  R e v .  A d e l e  H a t f i e l d

Our Pastoral Care ministry has continued to be focused on care during the pandemic. Recently our Shepherds have been
reaching out to the elderly in their groups, to inquire as to whether assistance was needed in the registration process to
receive the vaccine. Deacon Laura is working to organize our list of names. For those who don’t have computers or are
confused by the registration process, assistance is available! While we don’t have any special access to vaccination sites,
our Pastoral Care ministry will help register and transport anyone for the vaccine if needed. Please email Deacon Laura
(ljmccarthy1966@gmail.com) or Reverend Adele (revadelehatfield@gmail.com) if you need this kind of assistance.

The Heart and Hands Knitting Ministry continues to make prayer shawls and lap blankets as a tangible means of caring for
parishioners. They also make baby blankets for new babies and will soon be working on special gifts for the graduating high
school seniors. At this time, the knitter/crocheters meet on Zoom to share ideas and fellowship. If you wish to join this
ministry group, please contact Becky Kerrigan, Lori Butler or Rev. Adele.
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As members of the Wicomico Interfaith Partnership for Creation Stewardship (WIPCS/One Water Partnership), Betty Lou
Davis and I normally meet monthly as representatives of St. Peter's with a group that represents most major faith
communities in our area.  As members of that group, we share ideas, activities and actions. Typically, the WIPCS meets in
a church, synagogue, or mosque on a rotating basis, but now virtually, of course.  If you'd like more information, please feel
free to contact one of us. It was at a WIPCS meeting that we learned about the opportunity described, as follows.
St. Peter's Green Team (Sharon Clark, Linda Abbott, Sean Fahey and Bob Souza), along with Father David and
consultants from WIPCS and the Lower Shore Land Trust, Matt Heim and Suzanne Ketcham, applied for and secured the
Chesapeake Bay Trust (CBT) and City of Salisbury grant for $64,000+.  We hope to begin replacing the parking lot surface
with environmentally-friendly materials, in order to reduce rainwater run-off to protect the Wicomico River Watershed, by
June 1.  Sean secured the engineering help of Becker-Morgan to investigate the effects on the adjoining church building
wall.  There will be educational signs around the church, explaining the project, including the importance of the native
plantings for pollination, an additional environmentally-friendly endeavor in the project.
You can be involved and help in any or all of 3 ways!  Along with the restoration, the grant involves an education
component, so if you receive an anonymous survey (pre-project) regarding the project, please 1) respond to the best of
your ability, as it is part of the evaluation required by CBT to show effects of the education.  If you don't know answers,
don't worry!  You'll be given another chance (post-survey) after the project is complete, in hopes that we all will have
learned from the education offered during the restoration.  Information will be distributed to the congregation and public
during 3rd Friday events and the National Folk Festival in September.  This is the second way you can help by please 2)
volunteering to help then, when asked.  The project should be completed by March 2022.  Finally, you can volunteer to 3)
be a part of the St. Peter's Church Green Team.  If interested, please let me know: Sharon 410-546-0947, or
seripper@comcast.net.
WIPCS will be meeting on Zoom until the COVID crisis is over. If you'd like to participate electronically or by phone, I'll send
the link.  A presence at the meeting is an indicator of a spiritual commitment on a local level that is supported by the
National Church and an honor to be faithful stewards of God's creation.

The Planned Giving Committee continues its work to develop planned giving at St. Peter’s.  If you are interested in being
part of the committee, please contact me at brylaw4936@yahoo.com.
The beginning of a new year is a good time to review your estate planning, and/or to consider creating a will and other
financial planning documents.  One item you shouldn’t overlook is making sure beneficiaries for life insurance, retirement
accounts, and other assets are updated. Assets left to beneficiaries generally skip the probating process for a last will and
testament, but always consult your financial advisor and/or attorney when making changes.
Without the appropriate beneficiaries on insurance, retirement accounts and other documents assets will pass directly to
your estate. Your will, or lack of one, then dictates how these assets are divided.  Without a will your estate is considered to
be intestate, and assets are allocated according to the state’s law of intestacy, a complex process that may result in
distribution to unintended beneficiaries.
Having beneficiaries for insurance, retirement and other accounts can also provide a mechanism to gift assets directly to
your beneficiaries without the delay caused by probate. A beneficiary does not have to be a person, but can be a charitable
organization such as St. Peter’s.  Moreover, you can leave the person or the charity a percentage if you want to name
several beneficiaries.
If you need more information or just want to talk more about planned giving, contact one of the members of our Planned
Giving Committee – Linda Hurley, Bryan Newton or Bill Wyatt.  Each of the committee members serves as a Planned
Giving Shepherd and can put you in contact with resources to help you as you plan your estate.

11



12

This month, the Parsons Cemetery Advisory Committee has started an annual giving campaign and is sending out nearly
2,000 letters asking for support. We are also posting articles on our Facebook page asking for contributions and highlighting
projects that were only possible through donations, endowments, and grants.  Please read the letter below for more details.

Parsons Cemetery
Preserving History, Remembering Lives

912 N Division St., P.O. Box 1718
Salisbury, MD.  21802
Phone · (410) 749-6571
Website: www.parsonscemetery.com
Email: parsonshistory603@gmail.com

February 3, 2021
Dear Friend of Parsons Cemetery,
The Parsons Cemetery Advisory Committee is asking you to support the cemetery by making a tax-deductible financial
contribution to Parsons.  Your contribution will help us maintain and enhance the cemetery grounds.
This historic cemetery is one of our region’s most valuable assets.  Parsons provides beautiful burial sites, as well as open
spaces for quiet walks and peaceful views of Johnson’s Pond.  Intricately carved monuments memorialize much of our
community’s history.  We are telling the stories of those resting here and preserving local history by use of digital
technology and social media.  People enjoy our Facebook posts and self-guided tours, which are posted on our webpage
parsonscemetery.com.  These efforts earned Parsons the Preservation Maryland’s Best of Maryland Community Choice
Award last year.  Preservation Maryland also admired our community support and our efforts in keeping the cemetery well-
maintained and beautiful.  This Christmas, Parsons participated again in Wreaths across America, with volunteers laying
1,253 wreaths on Veterans’ graves.
The cemetery is not-for-profit, and is administered by the Parsons Cemetery Advisory Committee, which is made up of
members of St. Peter’s Church and of Parsons’ neighbors and local community leaders.  The cemetery is open to all
denominations.
Parsons operations are financed by the sale of burial lots, columbarium niches, and services associated with interment.
Plenty of burial spaces are available at the cemetery.  However, the Parsons business income does not entirely cover the
expenses of administering the cemetery.  Parsons Cemetery is fortunate is that it has an endowment fund, housed in the
Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore, and some of the proceeds from this endowment can be used to make up the
shortfall from the business proceeds.  No withdrawals have been taken, nor will they be taken, from the endowment
principal. It is desirable to use relatively little of the endowment earnings, so that the endowment principal can show
stronger growth.  But expenses for cemetery grounds upkeep and improvement are ever-increasing.
Please make your check payable to Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore with “Friends of Parsons Cemetery Fund”
in the memo line, and send it in the enclosed envelope.  You may contribute online by going to https://www.cfes.org/, hit
“DONATE” on the top right, and that will take you to DONATE ONLINE.  Please fill in the donation form, and at the line
"Select a Fund or Type a Fund Name," type in “Friends of Parsons Cemetery Fund.”
Thank you for your consideration.
Rick Fahey, Chairman Parsons Cemetery Advisory Committee



The City of Salisbury has committed the last 17 years of providing shelter for the homeless men in our community from
January through March.  St. Peter’s has generally housed the men for a week in
January or February cooking and providing meals and intake services.  In the
past, several local churches took a week or two until last year when many
churches dropped out because of the COVID-19 pandemic.  It was then that
Walter Davidson, current director for CESP, Community Emergency Shelter
Project, arranged for sheltering the men at the Langeler Memorial Building which
is owned by Wicomico Presbyterian Church.

This year, due to the pandemic, it was decided to rent the Langeler facility for
three months to house up to 30 homeless men.  Donations have been made from
within our community to cover the $3,000 rental expense.  St. Peter’s parishioners
cooked meals and served the homeless for a week in January at the Langeler
facility.  In addition to our week, numerous other parishioners have signed up to
make meals in February and March in addition to working the intake desk.

Linda Abbott arranged for COVID testing kits with the Wicomico County Health
Department and testing was provided by parishoner Emily Atkin, P.A., for
homeless men the beginning of January so all volunteers would feel COVID-safe
in the Langeler facility.  All the homeless men tested negative.  Additionally, Linda
researched and found the best prices for PPE, personal protective equipment, including hand sanitizer, gloves, masks, and
face shields.  All these items are available for the volunteers to use.

The shelter is in need of people to assist at the intake desk (shifts are 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.), stay overnight (one shift from 11:00 p.m.
to 7:00 a.m.) and to make meals for the month of March (just a few breakfast and
lunch slots remaining!).  If you are interested please sign up for intake or overnight
shifts at: http://www.tinyurl.com/cespsignup or for Meal Train at:
http://www.tinyurl.com/cespsignup.

We are so grateful for the assistance of all the community volunteers toward this
project.  Special thanks go to Emily Atkin who has been leading the CESP
organizing committee.  The following parishioners from St. Peter’s also participate
on that committee:  Linda Abbott, Marc Duncan, Atif Gaddis, Scott Mahler, and
Deacon Laura McCarthy.  Thanks also to the following parishioners who have
prepared and/or served meals, volunteered at the intake desk or on overnight
shifts:  Linda Abbott, Emily and Ryan Atkin, Sharon Clark, Bravard Cornbrooks,
Marc Duncan and Ryan Farineau, Chris and Linda Hurley, Sarah Fielding and
Robin Fielding-Jones, Ron Laustsen, Scott and Heather Mahler, Deacon Laura
McCarthy, Fr. David Michaud, Mac and Lynne Peverley, Elizabeth Phillips, John
Phillips, Mary and Tom Phillips, St. Peter’s Youth Group, and Bill & Judy Wyatt.

And finally, thank you to the unknown parishioners who have donated clothing, personal hygiene products, etc., or money to
the program.
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W r i t t e n  b y  L i n d a  A b b o t t  &  D e a c o n  L a u r a  M c C a r t h y

Scenes from C.E.S.P. Emergency
Shelter providing social     distancing

for the residence.
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W r i t t e n  b y  B r a v a r d  C o r n b r o o k s ,  R e g i s t r a r

Over the last few months, the Vestry has made a number of decisions concerning the life of St. Peter’s.  Here are the
highlights of the Vestry’s decisions.

--December 2020
● Vestry, on the recommendation of the Finance Committee, unanimously approved the proposed budget for 2021.

● The rental income in the Annex has gone up.  The Vestry unanimously approved the Finance Committee’s recom-
mendation for the 2021 Annex budget.

● The Vestry unanimously approved St. Peter’s 2021 Diocesan apportionment, which was a lower amount than in 2020
since the Diocese lowered the ask percentage for all Parishes because of the pandemic.

● Vestry unanimously approved the Rector’s Housing Allowance Resolution for 2021, which was the same as last year.

January 2021
●After a presentation on the Grant for the parking lot renovations, the Vestry unanimously approved a motion to sign a
pledge as a partner congregation with other faith communities to support environmental stewardship.  By signing the
pledge, St. Peter’s will earn a $500 credit toward future environmental projects.  St. Peter’s “Green Team” committee
includes Sharon Clark, Linda Abbott, Sean Fahey, and Bob Souza.

●There will be a second round of PPP monies, and St. Peter’s again qualifies for this round.  The Vestry unanimously
approved moving forward with the application for receiving PPP funds for 2021.

●Vestry unanimously approved increasing Daniel’s compensation package, including health insurance, to be paid from
PPP funds.

●Vestry unanimously approved the Finance Committee’s recommendation to move $49,000 from the Vision Fund to the
Property Equipment Endowment Fund, which will complete our last Vision Fund project.

●Vestry unanimously approved having our Annual Meeting on April 18, 2021.

If anyone has any questions concerning any of the above business matters, please contact any Vestry member.

W r i t t e n  b y  T e d  S t o c k i n g

The property committee has been hard at work keeping up with our buildings and grounds. There were mundane
improvements, preparing for the winter, applying weather stripping, kitchen maintenance. It would be hard to imagine you
missed our great news, but it bears repeating: We have a new roof! Along with replacing the shingles, the windows on the
nave wall also received caulking; this should hopefully prevent leaks in the event of heavy rains. We have continued to
review our plan for a permeable parking repaving, committing to the health of our good bay, but also the health of our
wonderful church. As we continue to operate under smaller occupancy numbers, please rest assured St Peter’s is alive in
body as much as spirit. Looking forward to an early spring and seeing you again soon.
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*  Presented for informational purposes only, not intended as an official document.



ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
115 ST. PETER’S STREET
SALISBURY, MD  21801

March 28 Palm Sunday  at 10AM
April 1   Maundy Thursday at  7PM in the church
April 1 - 2 Watch with the Blessed Sacrament at the Altar of Repose:
April 2 Good Friday at 12noon in the church
April 3 Great Vigil of Easter at 8pm in the church.
April 4 Easter Sunday at 8AM and 11AM

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt
(All services & service times are subject to change due to COVID regulations)
For a complete & up to date Church Calendar, visit the Parish website @ www.stpeterschurch.net
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https://instagram.com/stpeterssby/
https://www.facebook.com/StPetersSby?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/StPetersSby
www.stpeterschurch.net

