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Ascension Day 
May 14, 2026 - 7 p.m.  Holy Eucharist II 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s Church as we celebrate the ancient Feast of the Ascension 
of Our Lord. We are glad you are worshipping with us this evening. 

 
There is evidence that the Church has been celebrating the day of the Ascension 
since the Fourth century. It occurs on our Church calendar 40 days after Easter, 
which follows the description in the Acts of the Apostles of Jesus “appearing to 
{the disciples} 40 days” after his resurrection on Easter Day and then being taken 
up into heaven (Acts 1:3). This is the day we celebrate the completion of Christ’s 
ministry on earth and begin our anticipation of the Coming of the Holy Spirit, 
which will be celebrated nine days from now, on the Day of Pentecost. 
 

ALLELUIA. CHRIST THE LORD HAS ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN: 
COME LET US ADORE HIM. ALLELUIA. 

 
 

 

 
 

The Feast of the Ascension 

Holy Eucharist Rite II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINISTERS FOR THIS SERVICE 
All God’s People, including: 

The Very Rev. David Michaud  Celebrant The Rev. Greg Harbaugh  Assisting Priest 
The Ven. Laura Harbaugh  Deacon         Lauma Akmene  Music Director & Organist 
Julie Milliken Acolyte/Crucifer   Linda Hurley   Lector                    
John Sharpe  Camera Operator    
Betsy Hanulak, Debbie Oakley & Debra Souza  Altar Guild 

 

LEARN MORE ABOUT ST. PETERS: Please, scan or use link 
below for information about St. Peter’s Church, including the history 
of the church, staff & Vestry, service times, ministries, church 
calendar & much more. https://stpeterschurch.net 
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Ascension Day 
 

Organ Voluntary  
Minuet from Water Music – George Frideric Handel  
 
Station at the Door of the Church -The people stand. 
 
 Celebrant: God has gone up with a shout, alleluia. 
People: The Lord with the sound of the ram’s horn, alleluia. 
 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Grant, we pray, Almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into heaven, so we may 
also in heart and mind there ascend, and with him continually dwell; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

People:  

Processional Hymn 214 Hail the day that sees him rise (Llanfair) 
 
Opening Acclamation 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
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worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

People:  
 
Gloria S278  
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The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant: Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 
ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully 
give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, he abides with 
his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
in glory everlasting. 

People   
 

The people sit. 
 
Lector: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-11) 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 
from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after 
giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 
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leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he 
said, "is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." So 
when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 
were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward 
heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come 
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 47                     Omnes gentes, plaudite BCP 650 

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 
shout to God with a cry of joy. 

 
2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared; * 

he is the great King over all the earth. 
 
3 He subdues the peoples under us, * 

and the nations under our feet. 
 
4 He chooses our inheritance for us, * 

the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
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5 God has gone up with a shout, * 
the LORD with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 

sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 
7 For God is King of all the earth; * 

sing praises with all your skill. 
 
8 God reigns over the nations; * 

God sits upon his holy throne. 
 
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 

with the people of the God of Abraham. 
 
10 The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 

and he is highly exalted. 
 
Lector: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (1:15-23) 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your 
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
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named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
The people stand. 
Sequence Hymn 218 A hymn of glory let us sing (Deo gracias) 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Luke (24:44-53) 
 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you that everything written about me in the law 
of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled." Then he 
opened their minds to under-stand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
"Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 
dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, begin-ning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you 
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high." Then he led them out as far as 
Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he was 
blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 
heaven. And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
The Sermon                       
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THE NICENE CREED -  
We believe in one God, the 

Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  

 he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
 and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen 

The Prayers of the People - The people kneel 
Leader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 
 
Leader: Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly 
serve you; 
People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
Leader: We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
Leader: We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 
of the world; 
People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Leader: Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Leader: Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Leader: Give to the departed eternal rest; 
People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
Leader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;  
People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

Silence 

The people may add their own petitions. 

 
Celebrant: Hasten, O Father, the coming of your Kingdom; and grant that 
we your servants, who now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at 
his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. 
People:  Amen. 
 

The Peace - The people stand. 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you.  

The ministers and people may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
Announcements -  

 
—— THE HOLY COMMUNION —— 

 
To make your offering electronically, please scan the QR code.  
 
Organ Music at the Offertory  
 
Hymn at the Offertory 215 See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING – Eucharistic Prayer A 

 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through 
your dearly beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. After his glorious 
resurrection he openly appeared to his disciples, and in their sight ascended 
into heaven, to prepare a place for us; that where he is, there we might also 
be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Sanctus S128 
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The people kneel or stand. 
 
Celebrant: Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to 
evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and of-fered himself in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. On the night he was handed over 
to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he 
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Celebrant: We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
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this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by 
your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us 
also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you  
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all  
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 
*All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with 
him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

People:  
 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy Name,  
   thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
   and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE FRACTION 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated bread. A period of silence is kept. 
 
Fraction Anthem S154 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following invitation. 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
You may receive a blessing at the Communion Rail if you are not baptized. 
Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by crossing your arms across 
your chest. 

The customary posture for receiving communion is to kneel at the rail and place 
one hand over the other for the bread. You may, of course, stand to receive 
communion. Consume the bread. The minister holding the chalice will then 
present the chalice to you. Please, guide the chalice to your lips. If you prefer 
you may dip the wafer into the wine. 

Gluten-Free Communion Wafers are available. Let the Clergy know if you 
would like a gluten-free wafer when you receive Holy Communion at the 
communion rail. 

 
Communion Hymn 459 And have the bright immensities (Halifax) 
 
Communion Hymn 494 Crown him with many crowns (Diademata) 
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Celebrant 

The Post Communion Prayer - The people kneel. 
Celebrant: Let us pray: 

Together: Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
Send us now into the world in peace,  
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 

  with gladness and singleness of heart;  
  through Christ our ord. Amen. 

The people stand. 
Closing Hymn 221 O Lord Most High 
 
Celebrant: The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. 
 
People:  
 
The Dismissal 

 
Organ Voluntary Hornpipe from Water Music – George Frideric Handel 
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