
St. Peter’s Church – Holy Eucharist 
Wednesday, August 26, 2026 

 
Simeon Bachos, the Ethiopian Eunuch 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Holy One of love, you called your servant Simeon Bachos to study your word and led 
him to the waters of baptism, making him your evangelist to Ethiopia: give us the 
grace to follow where you lead, overcoming the barriers that divide and diminish 
your people, that we may behold you in all your glory; through our Savior and Lord 
Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (8:26-40) 
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up 
to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what 
you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he 
invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he 
was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent 
before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was 
denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the 
earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched 
Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 



found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 68:28-29,31-35                    Exsurgat Deus                               678 BCP  
 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (19:3-12) 
  
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.   
Some Pharisees came to Jesus, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife for any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at 
the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they 
are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.” They said to him, “Why then did Moses command us to give a certificate of 
dismissal and to divorce her?” He said to them, “It was because you were so hard-hearted 
that Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. And I 
say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits 
adultery.” His disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not 
to marry.” But he said to them, “Not everyone can accept this teaching, but only those to 
whom it is given. For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are 
eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made 
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone accept this who 
can.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
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